\>) 


A Short - 


OR A 
Brief MEENG 


F A | Ir H. 


PUBLISHED 


By ſome Baprized Congregations in 
the WeFF, in the County of 'Soxrerſet, 
or near adjacent, who Go ſteadiaflily 
deny the Doatrine of Antinomianiſm, 
and Perſcnal Reprobation, &C. 


| 2 COR. TIV. 13. 
We having the ſame ſpirit of faith : according 


as it is written, T believed, and therefore have 
T ſpoken : me alſo believe, and therefore ſpeak, 
Pial. 116. 10. 


———C—C— 
—_— 
—_ d—_— 
- —_— — ———_— 


LONDON : Printcd for Tho. Fabian, at the 
| Bible in St. PauP's Church-Yard, a Corner- 
Shop, next Cheap-ſide. 1 6 9 1. 


— —— — 


— 


A Short 


CONFESSION, 


OR A 
Brief Narrative 


OF oY 


The INTRODUCTION. 


T's nor for any Ambition of our Attain- 

ments above others ; neither for wanr of 

. an underftanding, thar there have been 

ſufficient ſaid ro theſe things. already 3 

by fuch Pens as we prefer and honour, as being 

far more able to ſer forth the great Truths of 

b? the Goſpel than our ſelves. Neither do we 
»:: hereby pretend ro be bringing . forth of new 
EE”: _ Things; 


2- The 777 RODUCTION: 
Things 3: bur to bear our Teſtimony tothe Faith 


once delivered to the Saints, Fd. 3. in which - 


we trutt through Grace we-are eſtabliſhed. Bux 
our Reaſons why we thus publickly appear, are, 
(1.) We are on theſe Arricles'of Faith united to- 
gether, as one People, ro worſhip and ſerve the 
Lord with one mind and-conſent (until we ſee 
juſt caule ro relinquiſh) holily and reſolvedly, in 


the ſtrength of rhe Lord, ro perſevere therein 


unto the end. 


2. Becauſe we are looked upon as a People 


degenergedfrom almoſt all other ra oy Con- 
gregations (ar leaſt in our parrs of the Nation) : 

_ So that they are not only unfree, bur are even 
afraid ro have afinity with us,in the Work, Wor- 
ſhip, and Service of rhe Lord ; which did incline 
us ro appear in Publick, afrer this manner : To 
give a ſhort Account of bur Faith in the great 
Things of the: Goſpel : thar fo, if poſſible, we 
may have more Acquainrance, Acceprance, and 
. Fellowſhip with rhele. Churches of Jeſus Chriſt, 
thar we believe are ohe with us, in the-moſt 


marerial things of the Goſpcl, both relating, to 
Marners of Faith and Practice : who, ir may \be, 


do carry themſelves ftrange for want of a rg | 


underſtanding of our Faith : Biir if when a 
done, .it do nor anſwer rhe end for which it ts 


intended ; but we muſt norwirhſtanding be look-. 


ed upon as a by-People, -and be re) odted, or 


laid afide, we truſt we ſhall keep cloſe to the : - 


Lord, in the things that we ar preſent under- 
ſtand ; 
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The INTRODUCTION 3 


ftand ; until we are by ſome Divine Authority 
convinced, of ſome Religious miſtakes rhereif, 
- &c. And now we ſhall proceed to explain our 
ſelves by thoſe brief Articles of Faith following. 
We have in this ſhort Narrative taken care to 
place the Scriptures, ſuch as are moſt plain and 

nent, to every Article, nor in words at 
lengrh, bur only refer to the Chapter and Verſe 
for breviry ſake, £&c. | : 

To which we have added a Poſtſcript, con- 
taining a brief account of ſome of the molt ma- 
terial Reaſons, why we cannot own and pra- 
tile Impoſtion of hands, on all Believers-as 
ſuch : hoping, Thar as we deſign nothing there- 
in, but Peace and Truth ; ſo ir may bea means 
to effect ſo good an end, as Peace, among all 
the Sons arid Daughters of ' Peace (into whoſe 
hands it may come) ; which if it be, God will 
have the Glory, and his People the Advantage: 
And thar it may (v:iz.) be.a means to effect 'fo 
good an end, as aforeſaid, iS and ſhall be the 
___ ..__,*_ _—_ | Lt. 
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CHAP. 


Of G © D. 


E believe that there is bur One only i= 
ving and true God, Dee. 6. 4. Ia. 45; 
5. 1 Cor. 8. 6. Eph. 4. 6. And -thar this One hits: 
God is a Spiritual Being and Sabitance, Fob. 4. . |i 
24- hath his being in and of himſelf, and is Om- | 
nipotent, Rev, 19. 6, & 11, 12. Omnipteſent, | 1 
pr by his Spirit | Noe every-where, Pſal. 139. 
7 t0.14. Ie cient, or knoweth all things, Pf. 
44.21. 94..11. Dan. 2.22. Mat.6. 8. Luk. 16, att 
I5- Aa A 8. Inviſible, Col. 1. 15. 1- Tim, 1. vw 
17. Eternal, Immortal, Deut. 33. 27. 1 Tom. 1. 
17- Incomprehenfi ble, and Glorious, 1/a. 33. 
21. The great Creator and Prelerver of all 
things, Ger. 1. throughour, I/a, 40. 28. Feb 7: | 
20.. Pſal. 36. 6. The Rewarder of them that uk 
aiigently ſeek him, Heb. 11. 6. The Lord of wan 
Hoſts is his Name, 2 Sam. 6. 2 U 
, 2. As we do believe this One God to be an 
* * Infinite, Erernal. Glorious, Self Being, Inviſible, ' | 
mmorrtal, and Incomprehenfible, fo according + Y wh 
o the. Scriptures of Truth, we do believe the-' | bl 
Father, Son, and $ pirir, ro be this One God,: 00 Rad 
. thar this One God ſubfiſteth in Three, row ty 
Father, Son,. and Holy Spirit, and theſe Thres 


® A ſhort Confeſſion of Faith. E 
| if are One ; each of them is God, and yer there 
—| is bur One God, 1 Fohn 5. 7. Mat. 3. 16, 17. 
-| Concerning each we ſhall give our thouglns di- 
- Ainddy yet very briefly. 


+. TI Concerning God the Farther; We believe 
..:| him to be the Original, or great Efficient Cauſe 
| "7? | of -all things, 1 Cor. 8.6. To us there is One 
ky God the Father, of whom are all things, Rom. 
s Or 11. 36. for of him, and through him, and ro 
5.4 him are all things ; Eph. 4. 6. EEEVET WEE: 
Is ENEGS 


"C I. Concerning God the Son, ——_— 
g { Chriſt ; We believe hn to be the Son,of God, 
k and the Son of Man, truly God, and truly 
Tn 1 Man, the Meſſiah promiſed ; "thas asto his Divi- 
Tim he Narure, it was and is of an eternal Exiſtence, 
ik.y of and with the Father, and fo truly God ; and 
> « this Godhead yailed irſelf in a Humane Body)” 
Wy Phil. 2. 6, 7, 8. And rook upon him the na- 
jg} ture and fubftance of Man, in all its parts and 
| infirmiries, fin. only excepred , Heb. 2. 14, 16. 
4 and 4. 15. And as he was thus vailed in a Hu- 
vhs mane Body, vxand born of: the Virgin Mary, and 
i. the Divine and Humane Nature En in that 
-adji-one: Perſori, ſo he is truly, not -only the Son of 
pl God, bur the Son of Man, Lake 1. 35. Ja. 5 
3 And (2ly,) we do belieye thar our Redeem: 
os <&;:never was revealed or diſcovered' to any 
- bake bur .in the Union of Natures , as he 
= cane 
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'6 #4 ſhort Confeſſion of Faith. 


came forth in rimey nar never. will be. Thus 
he was in all the Promiſes that God made con- 


cerning him 5 it was as he was manifeſted in |; A 
time, and no otherwiſe : In the firft Promiſe & |; 
was the Seed of the Woman, Gen. 3. 15. When of 


renewed to Abraham, it. was to his veed, Gen. 


' 32. 3. and 18:18. and 22. 18. the fame re 


newed tou 1ſaac, nn 26. 4. and the fame | 


| Facob, Gen. 28..14. and the ſame Promiſe 


Davjd, that his Seed ſhould endure for ever, 


Pſal. 89. 35, 36, 37- Afs 2. 36. And thus was 


he Prophetically ſpoken of as a Propher, or in 


his Propherical Office, Deut. 18. 18, 19. AR | 


3-' 22; 23. and 7.-37- Ando he to Sha 
Prieftly Office .upon the Croſs, A#s 2. 23, 26. 


And is ftill performing: of it at his Fathers "4 
right hand, 1 Tim. 2. 5. Rom. 8. 34. Heb.g | 


14. and 10.:12. And fo he is prophefied of in 


his Kingly cis th--9n. 0. Has 5. Bo [4 


37. 24. , From all. which we conclude, 


gur Lord Jeſus. Chriſt, before he was man Go 


feſted .in the Eleſh,. and ſince his Manifeſtatica 


therein, and in the Day of Glory, Was not, 's 


[. 


nar, . nor eyer will be, ; Sofing ro any Man, in, |(m 


any of his Tirk Offices, Power, and Gl | : h 
\ bur only.in the Union of Narures;.and @ 


own him to be. the Object of our ; Faigh, 


our Redeemer, &c, IS w l 


, ik Concerning: hs Holy Spirits we bes hav 
"Eve, ſurable. to-the $. nl that EAA tay! Fertin 


La 


A ſhort Confeſſion of _ Faith.' - +5 

2M of that the Holy Spirit is of God, and is God, 
S-® of the Divine Eſſence, 1 Cor. 2. 11. Co-cternal 
A . with the Father and the Son, Heb. 9. 14. and 
7 proceeding from both, Fohn 14. 16. and 16. 7. 
- © God of the ſame Narure, the Enlightner, Con- 
27 vincer, Converter, Sanctifier, Strengrhener, and 
** Comforter of his People, in and by the means 
*% appointed for that end ; namely, 'the Word of 
=. Truth, and Doctrine of the Goſpel, Foh.16. 7, to- 

t5. & 14. 16,17,26. 2 Theſ.2.13. 1 Pet.1.22. 


\ — CI 


CnavP. I. 
of the Holy Scriptures. 


Oncetning the Holy Scriptures, we belieye; 
38 Y” Thar the Scriprures of the Old and New 
» 74 . Teſtament are the Written Word and Will of 
wag God ; given by Inſpiration ro the Holy Pro- 
ita  phers and Apoſtles ; and are lefr upon Record 
x for our learning, that we through patience, and 
comfort of rhe Scriptures, mighr have Hope ; 
208 and thar they are a perfect Rule, containing all 
ni things neceſſary .ro Salvation ; rhey being the 
Tay Councel of God concerning all things n« | 
- 4 for his own Glory, and the erernal Good of 
ug Souls, relating both ro matters of Faith and 
"Wy Fractice, eſpecially the Doctrine of the Goſpel 
a" 'E therein coritained, I/a.8. 20. 2 Tim. 3. I 5,116,317. 
"29 Roms. 4. H2 CHAP. 
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CH AP. IL 
of the C reation. 


" * Oncerning the. Creation , we believe, (1 
Thar in the beginning ir pleafed 'God A 
mighty, (for. reaſons bett known to himſelf) ro 


creare or make the World , and all Things | Ul 


. therein, wherher viſible or inviſible, i in rhe ſpace 
of tix Days, and all very good, Gen. 2. 1. Fobn 
1. &, 3. oy 1. 2. MA. 1. 26. CC. I 


(2.) Afrer God had made the. Heavens, and 
the Earth, and all other Creatures, he made |1t 
Man, Male and Female, Gen. 1. 27. After hs j 


own Image, in a ſtate of arts: Perfection, 
free from fin, Eccl. 7. 29. bur a linle lower 
than the Angels ; having dominion over the 
works of his hands, Pſal. 8. 4, 5, 6. And the 
Lord having made Man, places him in the Gar- 
den of Eden, where the Lord had provided: all 
things neceflary..ro his accommodation , that 
might rend ro make his ſtare or condition alro- 
gether happy, Gen. 2. 15. In which ſtare of In- 
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_nocency, Happineſs, and Feliciry, he might have - Hl fra 


| continued, any Decree ol God 1 in "OY not- | 
a withſtanding. | 
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=O XL 3 08... £ 
Of the Full of Man. 


7 (_ Onccrning ' the Fall of Man, we believe, 
Thar notwithſtandi ing'God made Man up- 
righr, in a perfect. ſtare, nor only free from tin, 

, bur alſo from all thoſe miſeries chat now are 
the portion ,of Mankind, as the 1ad effects af 

11:% fin; and gave him a perfect Law, Gen. 2. 16, 
17. which had he kept it, it had been unto Life, 
and threatned Dearh upon the breach rhereof ; 
Yer through the inftigarion ofthe Serpent, and 
the fubcitry of Satan in and by him, Man con-. 

bl rinued not- in thar State, but without any com- 

ie 4 pultion, did wilfully fall from ir by rranſgref- 

«Ss fing the. righteous Law of his Maker, in eating . 

1Jj the forbidden Fruit, Gen. 2+ 16, 17, and 3. 3, 

&&@ 6, 79. Which Tranſgreffion of. our firlt Parear, 
God was pleaſed according. ro his moſt Wiſe 

Sy and Holy Councel ro permit, knowing. how ro 

2 order it to his own Glory. . 

| - 2. By which Tranſgreflion our firſt Parents 


a fell from their original Righteouſneſs ; and be- 
- came guilty of rhar Sin, commonly known. by 

Wag the name of Original Sin ; and in them all their 
F-, A being then in their loyns. 
Ml . H'3 .3- Man 


p 


Io A ſhort Confeſſion of Faith. 


3- Man having thus fallen by rranſgreſling ov 


the Law of his Maker, God as a righreous 4 


Law-Execurtor, proceeds after an orderly man- 
ner to pronounce Sentance, (1.) Againſt rhe 
Serpent. (2.) Againſt the Woman. (-3.) A- 


- gainſt the Man, Gen. 3. 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 


19. | 
4. As this T jon did not .only reach 
the caſe of our firſt Parents, bur alſo their Po- 
fteriry, being then in rhem , Rom. 5. 12. fq 
likewiſe did rhe Senrance rhat the Lord paſt 


rÞþon them, concern nor” only the Perſons of {ils ; 


our firſt Parems, bur in them all thoſe Genera- 
rions-of Men, that in ſucceeding Ages was: tq 
deſcend from them, Rom. 5. 18. Judgmenr 
came upon all Men, Cc. rhe ſame Penalties 


that was inflicted upon our firft Parents, for & 
thar Sin, (which Penalties are Death, rogerher {ue 


with thoſe remporal Miferies that came upon 
- them as an effect of rhat Sin) do certainly 
come upon their Poſteriry. They are brought 


forth in a mortal dying.ſtate, liable to all: the - 


| Miſeries of this Life, and in fine, rq Death it 
| ſelf, Rom. 5. 12. Death paſſed upon all. Men 
for rhar all have finned : Mortal Man ' could 


not procreate an Immortal Seed: ; he begar 4 


Son in his own likeneſs, in his own image, Gen. 
3+ 3- y 


5. From whence we conclude , Thar our 


firſt Parenrs, by verme of the firſt Tranſgreflt- 


on , brought not only themſelyes , bur their Jykk 
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It while Poſteriry'i into a flare of Sin, and Dearth 
Fo gee the firſt Death ; rogether with 
TE nconveniencies and Miſeries that 
u ate now Ak npon Mankind, as the ſad effects 
4: of Sin, Fob 14. 1. Bur thar this Tranſgreflion 
5 a did procure (in itſelf) rhe ſecond Death, (viz.) 
/ In the Lake of Fire, or Hell Torments, either 
yt) ro Adam or any of his Poſterity, as is by ſome 
= not only imagined but affirmed ;' as it's a Do- 
11 Grine thar 8 altogether Scriprureleſs, and fo 
a falſe, ſo it's ilogerker irrational, from whence 
m1 ir hath no room in our Faith.. We ſhall here 
Gare fer down'a 'Sa' ying of Dr. Fer.. Taiter, taken our 
5'wal of his Diſcourſe of Original. Sin, in oppoſition 
wm ro thoſe that were of the Judgment, thar'all 
Praki Tnffnrs. d inp ' without Baptiſm, are ſentericed 
man; {ro Hell enrs for Original Sin ; his words 
wen 4re theſe : (1:) Original Sin 25 nat an inherent 
A. Evil, not 4 "Sim Properly, but metonymicaly 3 5 that 
cotta F, it's the effet of one Sin, and the cauſe of ma-. 
ny,. 4 Stain but 6 Sin. '(z.) It does not deftroy 
ogr liberty io ich: we had natiitally.. (3.) I dees 
not introduce a'natural neceſſit ty bf ſiuning. (4.) It 
als does not darn any. Infant to the eternal Pain of, 
1. Hell.. And in; his Epiſtle. tq the Reader, we 
find theſe wards : 'I take great comfort in this, 
| that my Difirine ſtands on that ſide where Ggd, 
Fuſtice, Goodneſs, and Mere Stands a 1ppa rene), 
Thus far the' Doctor. 
_ 6. This Sin did not only concern' Mankind 
bes in general, bur alſo the Creation that was made 
1 | | H 4 with 


12 # ſhort Confeſſon'of Faith, 
with Man for bis uſe, is by vere thereof faln (4 
| under the Curſe, is brought imo a decaying i 
dying State, and made ſubjedt ro Vaniry, Gen, . | 
3- 17. Rom. 8. 19,20, 21, 22. Heb. 1. 11, |\i 
Il'2, | x ' 


CH A ÞP. .. 
of the Love of GO.D:.- 


(* Qnceraing the Loye of - God, we believe,. | | 
That Man being faln into a ftate of Sin |... 

- and Milery, and Death, as an. effect thereof, |(48 
God of bis” own free Grace and Love, when bw 
none defired ir at his hands, did contrive the |I(; 
way of Man's recovery out of his faln. Srate ; 
No ſooner had Man faln from his created Inno- 

" cency, bur the Lord finds our a way of reco- 
very 3 and before he pronounces the .Senrance 
againſt him, promiſes, thar the Seed of the Wo- 
L- ſhould break the Serpent's head ; which [| 
.geed of the Woman we underſtand to be the {1 
Lord Jeſus.Chrift, who was the Seed and Son - |ten 

| of the Woman, Luke 1. 31. Whom God the | 
Farher, of his own. free Grace and Love to fin- | 
ful faln Man, did ſend into the World nur- ro 
condemn the World, bur that rhe World through- 
him mighr be faved, The Love of God the Fil 
Farber we underſtand ro. lie at the —— * The 


A ſhort Confeſſion of Fanh. 0 11 
of all Goſpel-grace, Fohn 3. 16, 17. 1 Fobn 4- 
' 9, 1o. And that God by Jelus Chriſt defign- 
| ed nor the recovery of a tew onely, as ſome 
imagine, bur of all Mankind , 2 Cor. 5. 19. 
' 1 Fohn 4; 14. We have leen and do reſtitic, 
thar the Father ſent the Son to' be the Saviour ' 
of the World: And 2. 2. He is .the Propitian- 
on for our Sins ; and nor for ours only, bur for 
the Sins of the whole World, Fobn 1. 29. 


> Ly . Re” - - 


4 $ M- 
Of the Extent of the Death of C HRIST. 
(_ OQneerning the Extent. of - the Death of our 


dear Redeemer, we believe, Thar furable 
to the great end of God the Father in ſending 
him into the World, he gave himſelf a Ranſom 
for. all Mankind, 1 Tim. 2. 6. Heb. 2. 9. For 
eWi. the World, Fohn6. 51. The whole World, 
wid,  Jobn 2. 2. And that thereby the World hath 
| Y its preſent being , P/al. 75.' 3. And that thereby 
nd! there is a way of Recanciliation, Acceprarion, 
dy 2nd Salyarion, opened for all Men, 2 Cor. 5. 19. - 
ob! From whence we conclude, Thar if any Man 
come ſhort of obtaining Reconciliation, Accep- . 
tation and Salvation, it is not for want of Grace 
19 the Father, nor a Sacrifice ig the Son. - '.. 
rg \ CHAP. 
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Oman the Goſpel, we betieve” Thar 
the Goſpel is in elf Glad or Good "F 
dings, Lake 2. 10. Rom. 10. 15. I/. 52. 7, Nah. 
I. 15. And that there js no bad Tidings there- - 
in to any Man, exceprt it be to thoſe that dg 
wilfully reject and neglect the Grace therein 
render'd and ncerely offered unto them, - Heb. 
2, 2. Rom. 2. 7. by their own wilfal unbelief 
and diſobedience. . And that this Glad Tidings, 


or ' Good News, * is ©to' be publiſhed of 'made- | bei 


known unto all' Men throughour all ag. Mer, 
16. T6. ; 6. 26. | OM gene 


I - 


———— I 
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Cu's.s. VIIE. . 


| Colton the Poritr aid Will of As 
"believe, Thar the Power and Will of Man, 
are proper Attributes or Faculties of the Soul ;. 
and if. 3 then it's God's Workmanſhip, and: - | bad 
2 properly of and from God ; ſo then Man hath gn 
neither | +: 


A ſhort Confeſſion of Faith. 15 


neither will nor power, but what he receives 
from the Lord, though he improves it to con- 
xrary ends, and nor for that end for which it 
was and is given him. (2.) - Notwithſtanding 
all rhe power and abilities that Men have, are 
of and fram the Lord, yer we are ſtrongly en- 
clined to believe, 'thar the will and power of 
Man is greatly. debilirarcd by the Fall, bur nor 
wholly loſt ; Man in all his farts is weakened 
by the Fall, bur no part wholly loft. (3.) Vie 
believe that there remaineth ſtil in,Man, a & 
er ro will his own good. Yer, (4.) we believe 
that Man knowerh not what is good any other- - 
—_ but as he is raughr of the Lord, Mich. 6. 
' (5.) Man being raught of God whar is. 
0 and how and when to will this good, 
Fae! being thus ſhewed of rhe Lord, ' he hath 'now a 
"Me, Capacity { in -the uſe of the. Means that God 
;**:; hath appointed) to bring his will to an indlina- 
ble frame, truly to be ſeeking after his erernal 
Well-being. So,” in ſhott, we fum up all thus, 
Thar Man bath neither potver, nor will, not a 
marter 'what. ro will, ( for his” own good ) nor 
how, nor when, in reſpect of a ſeaſonable time, 
bur whar he harh from-God,  Pſal. 62. 13.' for 
all power belongerh to Gotl ; Yer we believe,” 
thar Man ought ro imploy his will, yea, all the 
med and faculties of his'Soul, 'in and abour' | 
_ things ; which if Men 'were faithful in, 
waruld have the Glory, and they the Ad- 


hk! vantage. | 
FM CHAP. 
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CHAP, BC. 


of Free Grace. 
Com g Free Grace, we batidve. That uh 


wharſoever Good Man does, or ſhall enjoy, | -* 
Temporal, Spiritual, or Eternal, is freely | 


given to him of God ; without the leaſt deſert | --- 


on Man's part, therefore wholly of Free Grace; 
or the effects of God's great love ro. Man : As, 
(1.) The Gift of his Son 15a gracious and a free | 
Gift, Foh. 3.16. Rom. 8. 32. (2.) The Gifrof '- 
his Holy Law of Grace, is a free Gift. (3.) The | 


Gift of his Holy Spirit, is a free Gift. (4) The | ; 


' giving. of Ordinances are free Gifts ; yea, all 
the Graces and Qualifications of a Chriſtian, are 
freely given to him of God ; for Man could not 


do any thing, no not in any wile, whereby he fe 


Jy, the leaſt em that he now does, 


or hereafter ſhall enjoy 3 and therefore all our 
| Enjoyments here, and Eternal Life hereaiter, 


are freely given to us of our good God, Rom. 6. 


23. ' And yet nor. to be obtained, withour our . | ly 
accepting of God's Free Grace, by Jeſus Chriſt, {li 


. and living to God by him, as the Holy Terins 
' thereof ; yer not ſo as by doing or- a coepping 
meritoriouſly, to procure Erernal Life : for 


we FRO. done all, we are bur unprofitable Ser- þ nd 
vants, acl 
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vants, Luk,- 17. 10. And therefore we deſerve 
nothing from the Lord as a juſt and meritorious 


-: wr recompence : bur Erernal Life is freely given 
«1 tous of God ; as an Act of his own Free Grace 


and Mercy, defigned by him in the way of our 


' Dury, Heb. 2. 9. And we believe, that this 


Grace of God by his Son, and in his Law, is 
rruly rendred ro the World in general. 
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CHAP. X. 

Of FAITH. 

Oncerning Faith, we believe, Thar Juſti- 

” fying Saving Fairh, do nor only confitt in a 
bare believing in God, Chriſt, £©c. bur allo in 
the truth of God's Word, as it is verbally de- 
Clared to us in the Scriptures (which is the Rule 
of our Faith); ſo-thar wharſoever is plainly ita- 
red in the Scriptures, concerning the Grace and 
Love of God towards Man; and the Sacrifice of 
Chriſt for rhe World ; and rhe Dury of Man 


towards the Lord, wirh- whatever elle is plain- 
ly-ſtared in the Word of God ; we are to be- 


$0! Lieve ir, as it is therein deliver'd, and to endea- 


vour to bring our Underſtandings to ſubmit to 


- the plain Word of the Lord ; and not make the 


; \ 
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lain expreſs Word of God to ſtoop to our 
nderſtandings, and Interpretations (for ſo ro 


4 do, 
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. do, is to exalt our Interpretations above the * ©! 
have the preheminence), Ir's true, ſuch ſayings | ::® 
in the. Scripture, as are ſpoken by way 2 alle- 
gory, metaphor, &©c. ought to have a ſence gi- 
ven to them, which always ought ro be ſach a 
one, as do comporrt and agree with the plain 
and expreſs Word of the Lord, and the-great | b* 
deſign of God therein ; and not ro uhderitand | 
ſuch Sayings in rhe Scriprures, ſo as do in any | ® 
wiſe derogate therefrom. So that Divine Faith, | ® 
(which is the Faith we are ſpeaking of) is re- 
ally ro believe the Truth, of whar the Lord 
hath ſpoken in his Word ; or to be fully per- 
{waded and ſatisfied, mm our own __ 
and. Conſciences, that whatſoever is declared to 


us by rhe Lord in Holy Scriptures, is abſolutely, - | ” 


and really rrue, wirhour any kind of reſervation _ *% 
whatioever. -This was the Faith of Abraham, i ® 
the Father of the Fairhful, Gen. 15. 6. Rom. 4. | ** 
3. and therefore muſt be the Faith of his Chi Y®4 
dren ; which Faith, if attended with Love:rg | 
God, and fincere Obedience to his Will, we 
take ro be that Faith which is of a juſtifying, fa-.. 
vying nature, Fam. 2. 22. Gal. 5. 6.  _ 
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C H A P W-, Xl. 
.- Of- Repentance. | 
Þ {.. Oncerning Repentance,we believe, (1.) Thar 
than! it is a Goſpel Duty of great and weighty 
ny Concern, to all rhoſe of whom it is required, and 
ky from whom it is expected, A. 17. 30. Mat- 
Jas. 4 17. Withour which they can have no accepra- 
Ig Hon before the Lord, Luke 13. 3, 5. Which 
T3 Repentance . we underſtand thus, viz. To be 
—— Truly and fincerely humble before the Lord, in 
dy 2 deep and through fight,. and ſence of our 
ifs, , BINS 5 nOt. for ſome Sins only, bur for all our 
> actual and perſonal Tranſgrefſions againſt God, 
and tis Holy Law, Ezek. 18. 30. A. 2. 38. & 
"| 8. 22, (2.) Thar this -Repentance is the Dry 
(+ .. of all actual Sinners. - (3.) Where-ever the Scrr- 
4 pruredo require Men to repent, we underſtand 
ws Ctaritintends them conſidered as actual Sinners 
againſt God-; and that-no Repenrance is requi- 
"9; redinthe Word of the Lord, for thar fin which- 
.-; Wecould in no wiſe prevent, {v:iz. Original Sin} - 
bur .for- Mens own aCtual Sins and Tranſgreflt- 
-.$ ons, againſt che Holy Word and Will of: the 
144, Lord, it's their dury and great concern to repent. 
4. ft. 3. ig. (4.) We believe, that where this' 
Z-.: Repemanceis in truth and power, it-doth effect 
; Fa* 


"7 A ſhort Confeſſion of Faith. b 
a change ; and is accompanied, not only with ob 
a forſaking of the fins nd of bur with an 
a> Ahtion and abhorrence of them, from | 
a deep ſence and apprehenſion that they are of- ſa 
fenfive to the Lord, I/as. 35- 7- Exek, _ 


31, 32. 


— woo... 
= 
—_— 
— 
a, 


—— 


CH AP. XII: 
Of Baptiſm. 


(_Onceming Bapriſm, we believe, That there 

is bur one Bapriſm, properly fo called, E 
4. 5. And that this one Bapriſm is a Holy 

_ dinance, ordained by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt | him- , 

elf, Mar. 28. 19. to be unto rhe Party baptized, | 

a Sigh of his Fellowſhip with him, in his Death 

and Reſurrection, Rem. 6. 3, 4, 5. Cl. 2. 12. : 

of his being engrafred into him, Gal. 3. 27. of ol 
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remiſſion of fins, AZ. 2. 38. Mar. 1. 4. and of. 
his giving up of himſelf ro the Lord, to walk - 
in newnels of Life, Rom: 6,. 4. 

2. Thoſe that do aQrally profeſs Repentance | . 
rowards God, Faith1n, => Obedience to our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, are the only proper Subjects. - j 
of this Holy Orginance, Mar. 16. 16. A; 8. 7 

_—_— :- = 
_ *. 2. Fke outward Element to be made uſe of [ | 
in this Ordinance, is Water, wherein the Party | 
is 
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Inth| is co be Baptized, in rhe Nami of the Father, 

Bn! Son, and Holy Ghoſt,. Maz. 28. 19. 

kl. -4. Immierfion, or Dipping of rhe Perſon in 

ed Warer, is neceſſary, ro the righr Adminiftrati- 
; on 'of this Ordinance , AR. 8. 38. Jobn. 3, 


1 23. 


5. From whence we conclude, That ſprink- 
lirig of a little Water in the Face, is no Ba- 


| priſm, neirher Infants the proper Subjects for 
i It 


} 
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= CHnapP. XI. Gs 
M | of the LORD's Supper. -.. 


| xn (CO (_Oncerning the Supper of the Lord, we be: 
| lieve, that it was inftirured by him, the 
xt ſame Nighr wherein he was berrayed, ro be ob- 
23:0, ſerved in his Churches unto rhe, end of rhe 
lt World, for the perpetual remembrance of his 
twink dying Love, - in offering up himſelf upon rhe 


+} Crois, once for all, Mgt.-26. 26, 27, 28. Luke 
pent | 22. I 9, 20. hi 
44 2. The Materials ro be -nrade uſe of in this 


Hoty Ordinance, are Bread and Wine, which*+- 
figuratively do repreſent rhe Body and Blood of L 
_ Chriſt, Mat: 26. 26, 27,28, 29. a 
| ' 3. Thar none ought ro communicate in this 

wr | Hol Ordinance. bur ſuch as are orderly _—_ 


hy 


wit 
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bers of, the Church of Chriſt ;- made fo by Re- | ij 
penrance, Faith, and Baptiſm, AR. 2. 41, 42. | 1 
1 Cor. II. 23, 24,25, 26. And then they have a {| 
lawful Righr unto ir.. Which Holy Ordinance | *q 

ought to be duly obſerved, and kept up in the '{ 

or erly Church i: Chriit onely, for the ends for |: i 
which it was appointed: | | a 
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Of the Work of the Holy Spirit. i 
the 


Ii ot 


| CoOncrming g the Work of the Holy Spirit, we 
believe, (1.) That God does give he Blef- 
fings of his Spirit in and with his Word ; the , 
A Word being the Spirir's Miniſtration , 2 Cor. 3. 
8. So that where the Word is in truth, - Þ 
; and power preached, there ir is arrended with | 

che Spirir. - 
2. Thar there is an abſolute nocaliiry of tho | 
workings of the Spirit, both in bringing and. 

keeping Souls to a Lord. | 
3. Yet we do. believe, that the Hol y Spirit wit 

is not ſo given,.bur thar it may be reſiſted, and |. 
hath. been ro Mens deftruction, Gen. 6. 3. Neb. | w 
8. 20. Afs 7.51. 1. Theſ. 5. 9. And we, have Ay 
juſt cauſe ro believe, that multitudes of Souls |; 
_ do {till reſiſt the morions of the Spirit, or they | Js 
Tpuld not go on, and wilfully perſiſt in the */ 
pre | | 3 


of <> _ 


| 4 
_ | 


60 - _ 2. 225 2.3, 24. 
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practice of Sin and Wickedneſs as they do. 
4. We do believe, That God does give great- 
er -meaſures of his Spirit after believing and 
obeying then before 3 which. he is pleaſed ro 
communicate unto them in the way of rheir 
Dury, 'in ſeeking, asking, and waiting upon the 
Lord, in the way of his own appointment 3 
which ſeems evident from rhe light of theſe 
= Rp: Luke 11. 13. Afts 5. 32. Eph.1.13. 
m. 4. 6. We defire ro honour God -in the 
Gifes and Graces of h's Holy Spirit ; yea, we 
believe that we oughr to ſubmir tb its motions 
and operations upon our Scu!s, leaſt we reject 
the Council and Work of the Lord to our own 
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CY 4A'F: XV. 
of Fuſtification. 


(COnceming ] TJuſtificarion , we believe, (1. ) 
| That Men are nor juſtified before and 
withour Faith. 
2: 'Tharno Man is or can be juſtified by the 
Works of the Law, as delivered by Moſes, Gal. 
2: 16. &.3. 11. & 5 


' '3. Thar no Man is juſtified by Farch alone, 


Pd 


I 2 _ 4. We 


2.4 A ſhort Confeſſion of Faith. 

4A. We do belicve, Thar the rerms on which 
Meg are.juitincd, are Faith and Goſpel-works ; 
which according ro the Doctrine of the Goſpel, 
are the terms of our Interett in the Juitificati- 
on an Life rhercin prarmiicd, and that fo ab- 
folurely, rhe Condirion thereof, as that withour 
which none that,arc cavable Hubjects-can ob- 
tain. 1: , Mar. 16. i6. Heb. * - 9. Rev. 22. 14. 
Yer nor.as the meritorious or deſerving Cauſe, 
that byingalone in Chriit Jeſus 3 which Terms 
in .ſhort are, (1.) Faith, without which ir is im- 
r0:1ible ro pleaſe God., Hr: 11. 6..-(2.) Re 
pentance, withour which we muit periſh, Luke 
13. 3- (3.) Love to Jens Cliriib jn his _ 
and PROpe, wirhour which we are curſed, 
Cor. 16. 22. (4) Holine!s, without which no 
| Man i}all fee the Lord, Heb. 12. 14. From 
-. whence we argue thus : Wharſoever is the 
Terms of our Accepration before the Lord ; 
15 the Terms of our [uilification : Bur Faith 
Repentance, Love ro Chritt, and Holineſs, with 
our which no Man can ſee the Lord, are the 
Terms of our Accepraticn ; Ergo, f6 they : are 
of our ſultificarion. 

5. In ſhort, we nnderitand thar Men are ju- 
fihed, (1.) By the Grace of _ &s the; pri 
ry efficient Caal:, Ro. . 3. £3] [ap 
Death and Snffcring of Chit © as rhe-metitory 
- ous or deſcrving Caule, - ( 3.) By the Word 
of the Lord, with 1:s Miniſtry, as the inſtru 
menrcal Caute, ro TEE Faith and Obedience. 
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(4.) By Faith and Obedience, as the conditio- 
nal Cauſe, -or rhe Holy Terms on which rhey 
are juſtified, | 


Ch4 + xt 
; Of Santtification. 


{_ Oncerning Sanitifcation, we believe, Thar 


25 God harh a People in ihe World, whom 
he &:5Xa accept a2 own for, his ov'n People, 
whora he hath choien, out of all rhe World be- 
fides, to þc ©. pecitiar People ro himſelf, fo he 
doth no: only afford unto thera the grace of 
Juſt orion, rw alſo or SanRification, Rem. 8. 
So. Wonom 12 Les, them he alſo fanctifgd. 


 Guu, wiv is a Ho'y God, will have his People 


ro be a Holy and Sanctified People, 1 The. 4; 


3.Fc: this 15 the will of God, cven your Sanctih-. _ 


tON, 1 Fe I. 15, 16, Eph. 5. 25, 26, 27s 
This was one great end of rhe Lord in giving 
bictelf for kis Church ; And to the ſame. cnd 
barh he given forth unto his People a Holy 
Law of Grace; trending ro nothing more rhan 
the promotion cf Holineſs, in which he hath or- 
dained Holy Ordinances for his Peopke ro be 


ebſerving.z 2nd doth communicatc unto them _ 


his Holy Spirir, Rem. 8. 9. Thar rh:zy may. be 
a Holy and a SanQtified People, without ipor 
| = I] 3 Gr 
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or wrinkle, or any ſuch thing, (the ſpots and 


| blemiſhes of Sin, is that which renders perſons 


unlovely in the eyes of rhe Lord,). the grear de- 
fign of God in thc Goſpel, is to prepare a Holy 
People now in t!:'s Day of Grace, by the pow- 
erful opperation of his Word and Spirit, titted 
and prepared nct only ro be eſpouſed to rhe 
Holy Jeſus while her2, but ro be with him 
where he is, or ſhall be,- in his Holy Habitartion 


. hereafrer in Glory. Pſakh 24. 3, 4. Who ſhall 


aſccnd into the Hill of the Lord ? and who ſhall 
ſtand in his Holy Place ? He thar hath clean 
hands and a pure hearr, 9c. 

 _ 2. This Sanctifcarton is wrought in God's - 
People as an exec of the Lord's undertaking, 
by the Word and Spirir, in and through the 
exerciſe of Faith, 2 Thef]. 2. 13. As 26. 18. 
By vertue of which the body of Sin is deſtroy- 
ed, Rom.6. 6. And the ſeveral lufts rhereof 
more and more weakened and mortified, and 
they the more ard more quickned and ftrengrh>- 
ted in all faving Graces, to the practice and 


exerciſe of all true Holineſs, without which no 


Man {ſhall ' fee the Lord, Col. 1. 11. Heb. 12, 
"2 = 
 3- This SanCtification is throughour, tm. rhe 

whole Man, 1 Theſſ. 5. 23. Yer imperfect 


In this life ; while here in this imperfect ftare, | Wu 
" there abiderh ſtill the remaindcrs of Corruption | 
in every part whence ariſeth a continual War,  . 


the Fleſh laſting againſt the. Spirir, and the Spt- | 


rit 
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ir againſt the Fleſh, Gal. 5. 17. 2 Pet. 2. 11. 
4. In which War, although the } TOP 


' Corru may at times, through Tem ation 
previ paint: the beſt of God's | hy om. 
yer through the continual Gy. of 
[Bs of from rhe -lanCtifying Spirit of Chriſt, 
communicated to them, in the way of their 
ii Duty, in waiting upon the Lord in his Holy 
Ordinances, Fam. 4. 8. The Regenerare part 
doth overcome 3 and ſo the Saints grow in 
Grace, 2 Pet. 3. 18. perfecting Holineſs in the 
fear of the Lord, 2 Cor. 7. 1. And are preſſing 
after a heavenly life, in obedience to all the 
Commands of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, their Head 
and King. 
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CHa-s. XVII. 
of Perſeverance. 


j { Oncerning g Perſeverance we believe, ( 1.) T har 
| ir's abſolutely neceffary, in order ro the ob- 
taining of the end (namely Salvarion, with E- 
ternal Glory) ; for Believers ro cleave to the 
Lord, _ ro keep cloſe to him in rhe way of 
Dury. 


To watch and pray, Mat. 26. 41. Mar.; 


14. 38. Luk, 21. 36. Eph. 6.8. 1 Theſ. 5. 17. 
I 4 2. To 
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| 2. To keep cloſe to the Publick Worſhi þ, 
Service of God, Heb. 10. 2 "_ is / 
' 3- To bemortifying ih corrupt Deeds of the j-- | 
Body, Col. 3:6. Rom. 8. 13. ww 
| 4. Tobe continuing in the exerciſe of Faith, |,/*! 
N 1. 23. Heb. 3. 6. | ph. 

. To be growing and encreaſing in all the '-:: 
Gidees of the New Covenant, 2 Pet.1.5, torn, \ 
& 3. 18. . pe 


In which way of keeping cloſe ro the Lord, . ee 
watching and prayirig, worſhipping and ſerving | 
God, mortifying rhe corrupt deeds of the Bo- 
dy, growing and increaſing in. all rhe Graces of | there 
the New Covenant ; to wit, Faith, Love, Hu- 

 miliry, Parience, ©c. they ſhall be ſupplied with 
ſufficiency of Grace here, to preſerve them ſafe- 


ly to the Kingdom of Glory hereafter, Bſal. 84. 


TS. WAL 
2. Yer we believe, thar ir's poſſible for rrne 
Believers, through their remiſnels or negligence = 
In poiat of Dury towards God, through the 
Temprations of Saran, and Corruprions of their 
own deceitful Hearts ; finally to apoſtarize from 
the Truth they once made Profeflion of, and in 
ſo doing render their larer end ro be worle than 
their beginning, 2 Pet. 2. 20,21, 22. 1 Tim. 1. 1M 
I9, 20. Heb. 3. 12. &4. IT. Pſal. $5.9. .-1.* [thre 
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CHnae. XVII. 
ne Of GO D' Decrees. + 


Oncerning God's Decxees, we believe, (r. ) 
That the Word of God 1s his decreed 
Will ; and thar there is no ſecrer Will or De- 
cree in God,” contrary to his revealed Word 
and Will : And thar his Decree is, Thar who- 
ſoever believcth and obey him , perſevering 
therein to the end, ſhall be taved ; and he thar 
believerh nor, ſtall be damncd, Mar. 16. 16. 
2. We belicve, Thar whatſoever God hath 
abſolurely decreed, ſhall certainly and mevurably 


come to paſs. Bur then, | 
3. We believe, Thar many things thar do 


come to pais, are not decreed of God, Fer. 7. 


31. 32. & 19. 5. For it ſeems to us not only _ 


unſcriprural, bur allo alrogerher irrational, rg 


I imagine, thar the righteous and holy God, ſhould 


decrce any fin, or unholinels, either in Angels, or 
Men ; thar being not only contrary ro his Word 
which commands Men to be holy ; bur alſo to his 
Name. and Nature, which is moſt holy. ; and 
therefore could decree no Unrighteouſnels. 
From whence we conclude, thar all the wicked 
and ungodly Actions, cirher of Angels, or Men, 
tho* God doth perynit them ro come to po. I 

there 
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there is no Decree of His, that do necefiirate | |jnilt 
the being of them : Ir might ſure the Nature of iT 
the Devil, or wicked Men, to decree wicked- - iz 
neſs ; bur far be ir from the righteous God fo.to- jew 
do : Shall nor the Judge of all the Earth do. 
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CHA P. XIX. 
Of Providence, or Fore-knowledge. 


Oncerning Providence, or Fore-knowledge, 
> 'we believe, That notwithſtanding God 
foreknoweth whatſoever cometh to paſs, Heb. 4. 
I2, 13. Yet we believe this Fore-knowledge is - 
+ not fo exerciſed, as to neceffitate -the coming to 
paſs of Things ; bur that they may, or may not 
be, may come to paſs, or may be prevented. 
. As for inſtance : (1.) In-the caſe of David, i Sam. 
| 23. 10,11, 12, 13. David being in Kezlah, and | 
Saul was coming to rake him, David asked of ye 
the Lord, Wherher S4u/ would come down ? || 
And whether the Men of Ke#:lah would de 
liver him into his hands 2 The Lord anſwered, 
Thar Saul would come down, and rhe Men of. {ig 
Kezlah would deliver him. Then David wah [ih 
his Men deparred, and prevented both Saul, | 
_ and the Men of the Town ; fo what ge Lord ' ' xe 
id to David would come to pals; did not; ho 


[ = 
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tte}. Another Inſtance we have in Fer. 18. 7, 8, 9, 
led|- 10. Thatar whar infant God ſhould ſpeak con- 
&*+ cerning a Nation, to pluck up, to pull down, . 
; or to build, or plant, if the People againft 
} whom the Judgment was pronounced, did re- 
'-., pent, the Lord would repent of the Evil : and 
, | when he did promiſe to build, &c, if the People 
— | did do Evil, he would repent of the Good he 
_ | promiſed ro. do to, and for rhem. The truth 
| of which ts evident in the cale of Nineveh ; Fo> 
nah preached, That Nineveh jn Forty days 
| ſhould be overthrown ; and Fer on their Repen- 
rance ir was prevented, God repented him of 
the Evil thar he thought to do, Fonah 3: 10. A- 
nother inſtance is concerning Iſrae/, "They fin- 
ned, for which the Lord would have deftroyed 
-them-;3 but on rhe Inrerceiſton of Moſes, the 
Lord was intreated , and repented him of the 
Evil which he thovghr ro have done unto them, 
Exod. 22. t4. Many moreScriptures mighr be 
made uſe of to the ſame purpoſe ; yea, all the 
Promiſes and Threatnings vf God's Word, do 
prove the ſane ; -that- is ro fay, Thar God's 
Providence, or Fore-ſeeing of Things, do nor, 
geceſſirare the being of them, bur rhat in the uſe 
of means it might be prevented, God having to 
do with Men capable ro underitand him both 
W i his Promiſes and Threatnings, and hor with 
$4 Srocks or Stones, neither with vegetive , or 
[xs meerly ſenſitive Crcarures. 
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Char XX db 
Of Elefion. * | " ane 


Oncerning Flection, wwe believe, (1.) Not 
as ſome who expreſs themſelves after this 
manner, in theſe Words : © By the Decree —__ 
* of God, for the Manifeitarion of his Glory, 
* ſome Men and Angels are Predeſtunatcd, or © 
* Fore-ordained ro Erernal Life, through [cus , - 
«Chriſt : And that theſe Angels and Men thus - 
<* Predeſtinated, and Fore-ordained, are parti | 
* cularly , and-unchangeably defigned ; and 
<. their Number fo certain, and detinite, ' that. | \ 


* jr cannot be either increaſed , or diminiſh- © ”* 
cc ed. | | } 
2. And affirmatively, we believe. Thar the 
infinitely wiſe and holy: God , fuiable ro his 
Name and Nature, did Ele&t, or Chooſe unto auch 


himſclf, from Eternity, and (meerly of his own 
good pleaſure) our of the who!e Body and Bulk or 
of Mankind, and entire Species, or fort of "1 
Men, namely thoſe thar in time, do believe, |? 
and ſincerely obey him,. patiently continuing in ſun 
the way of well-doing unto the end, Ron. 2.:7. |. 
Peb. 5. 9. Pſal. 112. rt. Rev. 2.10. J 
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3. We believe this Election to be in Chrift 
Jeſus, of God's Erernal Purpoſe and Grace, be-- 
fore the Foundation of the World, Eph. 1. 4. 


En; & 13808. I. O.. g 


4. We do believe that God's El-Ctine Grace, 


. | doth extend K&felf to the whole Number of the! 
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-. | Godly, in all Nations, througkour al! Ages, 


under the various Diſpenſations, under which 
they live, AA. 10. 34, 35. Þ/al. 4. 3. 


Y CT 


on 


CHAP. XXI.' 
TY Of Reprobation. 


Oncerning Reprobation, we believe, That 
God harh nor decreed from Erernity 'the 


Reprobation of any Perſon of Mankind, con- 
2 fidered as'{uch, who may nor very poſlibly'be 


faved, notwirhitanding any Decree in God ; 
much leis do we hold a Decree of Reprobarion 
from Eternity, of the greatelt part of Mankind, 
excluding a poilibiliry of their being faved ; for 
we believe that God dorh nor hate or reprobare 
any Man as his Creature, before he conſfider 
him as an actual ſinner. 


.2. We believe, that whenſoeverGod doth re- 


3; jet or reprobare any Perſon of Mankinc, it 1s 


for their own wilful and aQual T har dr yes 


as the. juit deſerving cauſe thereof, and no 
S, from 
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from his own Will, any otherwiſe conſidered, \yy 
Fer. 7.28, 29. Prov. I. 24, 25,26,27. 2 Theſ. 
T6 $35.33. 13 
WE That the Intenr (at leaſt the primary, or ls. 
anricedenr Intent) of God in his Decree of Re |- 
probation, 15 the Salyarion, and not the Damna» i. 
tion of Men, Fer. 6. 30. ihe Lord declares, * 
_=_ he had rejected or reprobated them ; yer. ': * 
ap. 7. 3» 4, 5, 6. exhorts them ro Dury, with | og: 
Promiſes on theit performance ; and if ever the 
Lord does finally reprobate any Perſon, or Per- :* 
ſons, it is for their tinal rejecting him in his ma- | 
_ ny Calls, and gracious Invitations, 2 Thef: 2. 11, .|'b 
12. Luk. 1 3. Js. ; 2 
4. From whence we-conclude, that thoſe that an 
own Perſonal Election, and Perſonal Reproba- 
tion, before time, fo as to deny the Lie of - 
God to the World, .do not own the Faith of the 


Goſpel. 

5. We believe, that God hath nor decreed «aa 
the Reprobation of any.Infanr, dying before the kk 
commiſſion of actual {in. ju 
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CHavrP. XXII. 
Of GO D's Governing of the World. 


Oncerning God's Governing of the World; 

_ we believe, Thar God 1s the Supreme 

Lord and Governour of the whole World, P/al. 
145. 11, 12, 13. Pſal. 22. 28. 

2. Asto the Merhod thar the Lord makes uſe 
of in his Governing of the World, (we mean the 
World of Mankind) we believe that, . | 

I. -For the keeping up and maintaming of all 
Civil Sociery amongtt Men, in natural and mo- 
ral Things, the Lord hath ſer 'up Governours, 

ordained by himſelf, Rem. 13. 1. Unto whom 
he hati; given Power and Aurhoriry to execute 
Judgment and Juſtice amongit Men , which 
Governours , in reſpedt of rhat Power and 
Aurhoriry that the Lord hath given them, 
are in Scripture called Gods, Exod. 22. 28. 
 P/al. $2. 1. being his Deputies ; whoſe ' work 
1s to be a tcrrour ro Evil-doers, and a praile to , 
them that do well, to keep up, maintain, and 
cheriſh, all Civil, Natural, and Moral Principles 
amongſt Men, and to puniſh the breach thereof: 
for the Law is made for the lawiek and _— 
| tent 
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dient, 1 Tim. 1. 9. That is, for thoſe that fl 
rranſgreſs rhe Law ; and the Magittrate is the |ﬆ 
Lord's Executioner, and beareth not the Sword © |lin 
in vain, for he is the Minitter of God, a Reven-. [lm 
ger, ro execute wrath upon them that do evil," | 
Rom. 13. 4. And thus far the Governours of \n 
the World ought ro exerciſe rheir Authority o-. at 
ver Men, viz. in all things of Humane and Cj- ''iGt ? 
vil Concern ; and fo far w's the Dury and great | : 
Concern of Chriſtians to be obediehtr and ſubject 
ro them,” and ro render to them all rhar Honour 
that' by - the Ordinance of God is due to 
2. As ro Spiritual Things, of Religious,EccleG- 
aſtical, or Divine Concern, we believe, Thar 
= God by Jeſus Chriit, do Govern the World : we 
mean thus, Thar Government herein, (accord- 
ing to the Will of the Lord) 1s nor left ro the 
Will'of Men, bur the Lord hath provided and 
inſtirured, holy and ſpirirual Laws for Men to 
believe in, cleave to, and be faved by. And {hou 
that rheſe I aws are given. forth by the Lord Je- 
ſus'Chriſt; as the alone Legiſlator, or Law-giver, 'Iy 
Fam.-4. 12. And theſe holy and ſpirirual Laws, ' 
are by Vertite of rhe Lord's Commiltion to be 
preached ro the whole World, as a Rule for 
. them nor only to believe, bur alſo to walk by. 
And thoſe amongft Men that do obey the Lord 
in theſe his Spiritual Laws. he efpouſeth to him- 
ſelf, to be his Church and Spouſe, in, and with 
whom his Spiritual Kingdom is exerciſed wn 
ept 
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kept up. And thoſe that believe nor, nor « choy 
the Lord in theſe his holy Laws, that will have 
\ him to Reign over them ; bur are Enemies to - 


' him and his Government, Luk. 19. 27. The 


i) Lord will deſtroy, when he ſhall be revealed 
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of | from Heaveh in- flaming Fire, raking Vengeance 
| on them that know nor God, nor obey not the 
| Goſpel, 2 Thef. 1. 8. 


So thar the puniſhmenr of - Men, for the 
breach of Goſpel Laws, belongs ro God alone, 
and not in any wiſe ro Man ; we mean, in fuch 
things as do concern God's Worſhip only. Yer 
we bclieve, that where the Goſpel do not 
come , that if Men be governed by the Law 
of God; written in their Hearts, Rom. 2. 15. 
and by the Works of God without them, which 
are ſufficient ro teach themi, that - there is a 
God, Pſal. 19. 1, 2, 3. And- ſo endeavour 
to live to God, furable .ro the Lighr they have © 
received, no doubt bur rhey-ſhall be accepted, 
(though they are not under -the Miniſtration of 
the Goſpel, AF. 10. 35, 34.) And in the Great 


Day of Judgment, ts ed —_— to their 
Works. - 


A: ſbort Confeſſion of. Faith. 


.C: H' A-P. - XXIL 
of be Church of c H RIS 


C2 ncerning oh Church of Chriſt, we eo hatione | 
Thar hs Lord Jeſus Chrift hath a Church |; & 
in:the World, which we underſtand to be tas | x 
ken, (1.) More generally for the whole Number 
of : rhe Godly-: throughour-all Ages, Eph. 1.22, A 
23. Heb. 12. 23. - (2.) More particularly, for | & 
a'”parricular Aſſembly, of People gathered our | ' 
of the World by the Miniſtry. of the Goſpel, to 
the viſible Profeflion of Faith in Chriſt, and oY 
 Hbedience ro his Will, -in all his holy. Inftirutions, | c \ 
fuch. a- People | fo gathered, into a particular 19 
— Congregation, continuing ſteadfaſtly in the Do- | 
ctrine-of Chrift,: and his holy eres we un- | 
derftand tO be ——_ Church. ... he 
: = We betieve, Thar the Lord: Tefus Chrilt KT 
is the alone Head of his Church, whether we 'of 
- underſtand ir more generally for all God'sPeo- ang 
ple, or more particularly for any particular Chy 
Congregation of them 3; and no other Lord, or ;...: 
Law-giver do we own in Religious, and Dr-|. 
cvinc Things, that do Concern the Worſhip and |apa 
.. Service of God, but the Lord Jeſus Chriſtalone, 
' Mat. 28. 18,19,20; Col.i, 18. Epl.q. 11,12. Fe | 
3. 


| 


' 
Bf 
! 
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"ut, As to the way of OO into the 
Church . of Chrift, we underſtand. it to. -be by 
Fairk, Repentance, | and Bapriſm, and that none 
ought to enter in, buy in that "_ _ Go I6. 
AA. 2.39, 41. MOIEES 


Tv. We believe, That ro FRYY of theſe Chur- 
ches, or particular Congregations thus gathcred, 
according to the Mind and will of the Lord de- 
clared ,in his Word, he hath piyen all thar 
Power. and Authority, which is any; ways ne- 

| and needfub, for their carrying on of 
that Order in Worſhip and Diſcipline, which he 
hath inſtirured for them to obſerve, with Com- 
. mandls and Rules, for the right and due exer- 
ciſing, . and. executing of that Power, Mas. 18. 
17, 18. x Cor. 5.4, 5. 2 Cor. 2. 6, 7,8. 


V. As all Believers are bound by the:Law of 
Chriſt, ro joyn themaſelyes ro particular Chur- 
ches, when and where they have apportunity-ſo 


Chl to do.;. ſe all that are admitted tothe Priviledges 


of a..Church, are alſo under rhe Government 
and Cenfures thereof, ar ING ro-the. Rule of 
a 1, Thefe 5. I14.-.2.Theſ. 3.6 > 14»15. 


"VL. We Lbs, that no Cumodtombers | 


= "upon any. Offence raken by them, , having per- 


formed their Dury requir'd of them rowards rhe 


El. 'Peripry they are offended ar, ought to make any 


IF! breach 


—_— 
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breach in Church Order, or abſent themſelyes i 
fron the Aﬀeniblies of the Church, or- AdMini- | + 
_—_ of: any Ordinances, upon the actor of * 
any: ſuch Offence at any of his/Fellsw-rlembers; - 
bur 'r6 keep r0his Place'and [Duty in theCluirch, 
and to wait upon the Lord in their farther -1 pro- | 
cecdings with tuch Members, againſt whom the + 
” "Offence i is taken, Mat: 1 8. 15, 16, IT. \Epb. 4, 
3 'J- ng 2 = —_ Lt ', 
VIE We believe, that as it is | rhe-Dity Xe 
eachiChurch ro pray cbntinvially for rhe Good of 
all the Churches; ({6 the Churches, 'wher' Plant- | 


43; 
- 


4 


-ed, 'by the Providente-of God, 1o-as they y may L: 
have opportunity for it) ought t6 hold: Coin- 

-munien-with each orher, {of their Peace, increaſe | L 
"of Love, and * murual Egification-; koh 16, , : 


| 2, Fn | Er | " 
VII. We believe, that a particular-Church 6., 
| Arthered, and compleatly fitred, -or accompliſt> ::., 
<d for the Worſhip, and Publick: Service of Ged, ! ... 
confifs- of -'Officers and: Members 5 ant! the -® 
* Oieets appointed by*Chrift” ro be choſen, and . 
fer Aparr By'the Church, for the peculiar Allini- 
ni?ratidn.- of: -Ordinances,” and Execurion'-of | " 
Power or Duty in any reſpect which he entruſts | 1 
-them with ;* or callsrhem to, are: Biſhops, or 1 


Elders and Deacons, . Ph. "Fe" F4 M8: 20; th. ahh 
23. 


. -%\ ©. -— , ns = 
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: We delleve, that the Churchcs onfhr ro 
tike groalt ( Care, that rhe Perions they; chooſe, 
and fer. 22 oh ro Office in the Churches, be ſuch 
a$;are futably qualified', and gifted_for rthar- 
Work” according th» the Mind of Chriti b Thy. 
3. 1, 'Z, 3, 4: 50, PUN: At. 6. 0 ; k 


jr 


ſhop or Eller 

is, that he be on thereygro by 

nahi Eo ufinr of 'the«Church itſelf"; 3 and 

Ciel Br ap art by ,Fa ting, Prayer, and Im- 

poſi Iof of Hands of the Elderſhip of che Church, » 

if Ret be any before: cohſtitured rhereir 32nd of 

a Deacon, that he be choſen by the like Confenr, 

and'fer apart by Praytr, and the Ike Impoſt- 
rion of Hands, AZ: 4. 23. 1 Tim..4. 4, "12 

6. 3» 3» 6. | | : 


XT.' As .we +S bitiere” that PA "Chiutckes 


ought to rake great care, and be very heedful, 


that the Perſons they chooſe and fer a part ro 
the Work and Office of Elders in the Congreg a- 
rions, be ſuch as be gifted; and furdbly qualifi- 
cd {according to the Mind of the Lord) tor that 


"Wi . Office :. So we do believe, Thar the Learning 


of the Languages (ro wit) "Hebrew, Greek, La- 
tine,. &C. is no Qualification ſo abſolutely ne- 
ceilary to the being of a Minitfter, or Elder ; 

K 3 | ut 
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bur . that a Perſon may very poſlibly be. ſuffici- 
ently qualified for thar Office withour ir. "Tho' 


. we readily grant, that the Learning of the Lan- 
guages may be uſeful in. its place, as a Servant” 


: 
q 

» | 
s = 
'V 


{ 


to help, &e. Bur to make it a Qualification ab: 
ſolurely neceſſary to the'being of a Miniſter, we 
dare not. Our Reaſons for it are: ' © 


 -1... Becauſe the Goſpel was ar firſt preached, 
and rough forth, Eeicye World by. abr earned 
Men,;, ſych were the Apoſtles, 4. 4- 12 ain 
 -2- Becquſe amongſt rhe many Qualifications 
required in the Scripnires, to be found in thoſe 
that are ſer apart ro the Work ard Office of arj 
. thoſe Qualifications. ,  - ES 

3- Becauſe Experience. teſtifies, that 'Men 
unlearned in the Languages, have been very 
uſeful in the Lord's harids, and: have been fa- 
mous Inſtruments for the good of Souls. Have 
not many Squls been-converted 2? Haye nat ma- 
ny famous Churches been gathered by ynlearn- 
ed Men 2 Why then ſuch Perſons: ſhould be 
laid afide, as not ſutably qualified for the Lord's 
Work, in-point of Miniſtery, or Elder-ſhip, we 
ſee no reaſon? ns 

4. Becaule the confining to a-Learned Mini- 


Elder, we.. never find; this recorded 'as qne of | 


if 


. 
LL 
i 


| | 


{1 * 
x 


| thy 
If 


ſery, ſeems greatly . contrary to' rhe Mind of 
the Lord, and his Method in bringing forth the | b 


Goſpel : And this appears, in thar the Scripzure 
lets us ta know, Thar the Lord hath choſcn 


fooliſh ; * 
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fooliſh and weak things ro: :confound thoſe. rhat 
are mighty ;- and things thar. are nor, to bring: 
J,'! ro nought. things that are, 1 Cor. 1: 26, 27,28; 
+: Have not the great Things: of the Golpel been. 
# hid from the wiſe and prudenrt,: and revealed; 
| unto babes, viz. ro ſuch as were. little in the' 
.World's eyes; Mat. 11:25. Thar ſo Men might 
. | not look after Goſpel Things for rhe excellency: 
&1| of-the Perſons that do bring it forth; bur for the: 
«7 worth and excellency that rhere 1s therein: And: 
that rhe Faith of God's Peopi..might noriiand im 
the Wiſdom of Men, 'bur in:the Power of Gad ; 
that ſo no A mighr glory -in his Preſence, 
1 Cor. -2. 5. &:1; 29. Had the Lord made 
choice of he wile and learned only, to have: 
been imployed. in the. grear Wark of Goſj 
Preaching ;. had he nor then:choſen the wile ta 
confound the. fooliſh, and the mighry to . cur: 
found the weak ; and things thar are [cſtcemed 
in the World's Eyes] to bring ro nought things 
| that are not ?- And had nor our Faith then Rleod 

in the Wiſdom of Men, and not in the Power 
of God ? And then might nor. Eleſh have.glo- 
ried in his Preſence, contrary to the Lord's:de- 
ſign, 1. Cor. 1.29. Whar: great and good efr 
fects have we ſeen of Learninge? Why ſhould 
#| Men be fo fond of ir? Was nor the Apoſtafic 
'Tie brought into the World by learned Men ? Have 
i. | tr not been maintaincd and carried on by ſuch 
ever ſince ? And may there nor be grear caufe. 
to fcar, thar the bringing of Perſons ro a great 
R 4 | ac- | 
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degree of Learning, on purpoſe ro qualific them | 
FrgttY Work of Me Mmuttery., .is that which | K 
will by degrees uſher in another Apoſtafie ? | 
And thar this 'of Learning which now is pre- | 
rended as a Seryant to help, will (after a-while) 
become a Lord'o Rule ; fs that rhoſe thar have | ie 
it nor, though otherwiſe never {o well qualified | tht 
and gifted for the Work of Miniſtery, will be ' t 
re ecied, from thar work, meerly becauſe they | « 
ain. da Men. And may not this be a | 


. mcans in time to reduce the Fw faithful La- 


bourers the Lord :hath in his Vineyard, to a 
{maller Number ? be 
- Bur as'to the Qualifications : har ought to be n 
fornd in thoſe rhat are call'd to the Miniftery, j yet 

read'-and ponder, 1 Tim. 3. 2, 3; 4, 5, 6, 7. & 

2 Tim. 24. 25. compared with'T3t. I. 6, 7, 8,9. | 
And of a Deacon, I- Tim. 3- B, 9, Io, II, 12, i Ve 
13. | . to 
| FM 
XII As we lo - Satbns it- to be the work of b + 

Paſtors, conſtantly to arrend the Service of 

Chriſt in his Churches, in the Miniſtery of the 
Word'and Prayer, :A&.6, 4. with ad for. | 
their Souls, as they that' muſt give an Account | we 
to him, Heb. 13. 179. So we do believe, that | on 
ir's a Duty of great Concern for the Churches ra | Gi 
whom they. miniſter, nor only ro give them all | an 
due reſpect, 1 Tim. 5. 17. bur alſo ro commu- | ha 
nicare to them of all rhcir good rhings, accord= ' 

mg to their ability, Gal. 6. 6, 7. So as they _ . 
 haye ; 5 


| 
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have a comfortable ſupply, witeur being them- 
ſelves entangled in Lk ALAS, 2 Jam. 2. 4; 
Thar fo they may have ſufficiency of opportuni- 
ty to be faithful in rhe diſcharge ot a good 
Conſcience rowards God, in h great Work 
he hath call'd them ro 5 and rhis is required by 
the Law of Narure, 1 Cor. 9. 6.--14. and by 
the expreſs Command of our Lord, who harh 


ordained that they which preach —_ I 
ſhould live of rhe Goſpel 


XIII. Although we do believe it to be incum- 
betiz 6n the Paitors of the Churches, -ro be. in- 
{tant in preaching rhe Word, by way of Office ;. 
yer.the Work of Preaching the Word, js.nor fo 
confined to them, bur -that others alſo, gifted 
and firred by rhe Holy Spirit for i ,- and-gppro- 
ved, and called by the Church, may, anq ought: 
ro __ W, 206. 11. 19, 20; 31. 1 F8:4 


XIV: As we do ballove it to be tis "EET 


the , Chriſtians, earneſtly ro defire Spiritual Gifts, bug 


rather har they may Prophefie, 1 Cor. 14. 1. 50 
we do belicye, thar eyery Clurch of Chriſt 
ought ro be a Nurſery, to nurie up -and cheriſh 
Gitts amongtt tizem.ſelyes, -and ro embrage ary 
among them , whether- learned or unlearned, 
thar are likely ro ve uſeſu} 1 in the Lord's Work. 


CHAP. 


A ſhort Confeſſion of Faith. 


WY 


| 0 H'A'P. XXIV. 
of the Ref redli 07s "of the Dead: 


"Oncetning the Bafineetion of the Dead, 

we believe, according to the Scriptures, 

that there will be a Reſurrection of the Dead, 
both of rhe an and Unzutt, Att. 24. 15. 

IL Thar the ſame Perſons that fleep i in the 
Duſt of the 'Earth, even all the Generations of 
Men, from” one end of' the World to the other, 
ſhall be raiſed in the Reſtirreftion, Feb. 5: 28, 
29. .1 Cor: 15. 21, 22. the'ſame om _ fiſe 
gan, afid not another. ad | 


Cid bh chi Reſurrection the vile Bodies of 
the Saints ſhall be changed, and faſhioned like 
wnro the glorious _ or” the Lord himſeif, 
Phil. 3. 20. | 


IV. The 'end of this Refarredtion Is to: ae 
Saints, the perfecting of the 'Reftaurarion of the 
- New Covenant, and receiving -the End of 
their Faith, 6c. and to the wicked, that they 
may reccivethe due and juſt recompence of their 
Wickedneſs and Rebellion againſt rhe Lord, Fob. 


5- 28, 29, Dan. 12. 2. 
V. We 


A ſhort cn ſſion of "Bath, 47 


"V. We belitye, tharthere _ be an Order i in 
the Reſurrettion, Chritt is the firſt Fruits, then,” 
next, Or after; they thar are Chritt's art his Co? 
min g.then, or afterwards, comerft the end, 1 Core” 
I5. ng I Theſ: 4. 1.5, 16. TEENS; FOE 


FF 02. 
- - » 


* of 


bt NOL 


A 
of the E vas Fuiiient, | Gon? 
( Oncrrning rhe Eternal Fudgthebt, we te 

lieve, (I.); Thar God hath 'appointed £ 
Day wherein he will jadge rhe World by-Jefns 
Chriſt AA.' 17. 31. w whom all Power arid 


Tudgmenr i is given of the Father; Foh.'5. 22, 27; 
In which Ye es only the Apoſtare Angels ſhalf 


be judged ;* but likewiſe all Perſons thar'tav 
tived upon "the Earth, fhall'* "appear before rhe 
Tribunal or Chrilt, ro. give”an account of \ 

cheir Thoughirs, Words, and. Deeds, and ro 

celve according to what they have done in the 
Body, 2 Cor. 5.10. Eccleſ. 1% YA. Mat: 37. 36, 
Rom: FAT0. ATT 19238: _ 
"I We believe; that as all Men ſhall ads 
acconn: nnmo rh6 Lord, fo the Marters rhen'to 
be enquired inro , and 'for which they muft be 
ecorntable. will be their own wilful __ 
| onal 


43 MA: fhart Confeſſion of Faith. 

ſanal fins, cicher of omiflion or commiſſion ; + : 
and. thar whoſocyer. at that Day ſhall be. ſenzqa- | 
cca..o Condemnation, will then know, .that is |] 
was. their wilfulne(s, not weakneſs, ' actual, not ! 3 
original fin, rhaz,was the procuring cauſe there-, 
of ; or they will nor be left.inexcaſable ; the 
rruch 'of which appeareth from the light of tlic 
fore-mentioned Scriptures. | 


IIT. We believe, thar whomſocver of all the 
Sons and Daughrers of Adam, fill in the Great + 
Day . of Judgment appear without actual Sin, 'þ 
(which is rhe Cafe only of thoſe that die in Infan- : | 
Cy); ſhall nor jn. that day fall into Condemnari: 


anz : bur. ſhal be ſaved with ſach a degree of 
Salyarion,;'as the. righteous. and merciful Lord; 
nd. Fudge ſhall ſee tit ro confer upon them ;* all 
x01,” hen th we ſhall here render in this marree 
Is, (1.) They have no. fin of their own.:to con- - 

emn.them.... (2 :Chey have the Grace of the 
Farher,. and the Merits of the Son to fave them, 
(2. The Lord tells. us of ſuch (meaning linle 

hildren) ate the:Kingdom of Heaven,Mar.18. 
2,3, & 19. 14-4 (4). Becauſe rhe contrary is a 
A Princyple;. contrary to God's Name 
and Narure, E x24. 34. 6. as 


,. IV- We. believe;. chat furable ro Mens Im- 

rovement of their: Time and Talents here, wall 

' their Judgments be hereafter, Max. 25. 14. 19 
39.. Luke 17. 16, to 24. I{z4. 40. 10. From | 
| 55 | whence | 


A flzrt Cenfefſion bf Faith. a9 
whence we-conclude, that :rhtve will be very 
great Dogroes -of INT; "4 in OP: _ 
Pamiſhmnicn. g | 


ef. 
4 i vl 1). 


by V. We believe; that in _"m_ Giize it Thnelis 
che-Erernal Srate borh of Angels -and Menwill 
be:derermined ; -'{o thar 'ſfurable'to-the Sentence 
then given by the Righteous-Eord: andl Judge, 
will be their Erernal State, *- an@ that there wiff. 
be no tevoking- or altering of the Serene; which! 
ſhalt then-paſs-upot either Angels-or Men-; - ant 
ſo it will be an Irrevocable and -Erernal Judg- 
ment, and -Men-will know'in the Judgment, 


when-the Sentence is paſt, aw by will be with 
them 'for ever afrer. ; 31G 
PRe1 " ITS pions 
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CHA Pp. | XXVT; 
Of the Reftir ution of "All Things. 


(COncerning the Reflirurion we e bell eve, Thar 
there ſhall be a-Reftirurion of All Things, 
AR. 3. 21. Rev. 21. 5. And he thar fare upon 
tae Throne, ſaid, Behold, I make. All Things 
New. God made thc Firſt, or Old World, 
-borh: Heaven and Earth, and all Things there- 
in; for the uſe of Man, and theh made Man to 
pofleſs i ir ; bur Man fell by Sin, and the whole 
Creation with him for his I, as a juſt Judg- 


ment 


4 
a 
oth 
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ment of God ypen him. 'Now inaſmuch -as 
this. old Creartion:was loſt and: faln, the defign 
of God by the Man Chrift Jeſus, was the Req 
. covery and Reſtauration of all again, and ro 
make-4ll new, not of new::marter; bur the old 
things muſt be . made new; - for it-will be a Re- 
ftiturion;, or Rengvarian,. not properly a Creati- 
on.;.,which Reftquration will wonderfully rend 
to..ſer forth. this: Power -and Godhead of the 
Grear Creator,-.ngt only-in-;making: and preſer; 
ving, -buc alſo-5..reſtoring of ſo, wonderfula 
Creation ; and ;his. Wiſdom ; will jlluſtrouſly be 
ſeen not only.in contriving and.creating. of ſuch 
various and many::ſorrs. of Creatures, and'to 
bring all our of nothing, hut alſo. bis Wiſdom 
and Power will be wonderfully declared by his 
Works in the Reſtitution for-evermore. _ For the 
truth hereof, read and ponder theſe following 
Texts of Scripture; Pſal.; 96, 10, 11, 12. &98. 
7, 8. Iſa. 11. 6 r09. & 65. 17, 25- Hof. 2. 18. 
. Rom. 8. 20, 4t>. BY. Eph. I; TO. Phil. . 10. 
Col. 1. 20. Rev. 5. 13. Pſal. 69. 34. 
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-. OB 4 Þ. NAVEL | 
*'* Of the Reign of CHRIST.,, 


({_Qncerning the Kingdom and Reign of 'out 

Lord Jetus Chrift, as we do believe, That 
he is now in Heaven at his Father's right hand, 
ſo we do believe, thar ar the time appointed 
of -rhe Father, he ſhall come again in Power 
and great Glory : And that at, or after his 
coming the ſecond time, he will nur only raiſe 
the. Dead, Judge and Reſtore rhe World, but 
will alſo. take tro himſelf his Kingdom 5 and 


will (according to the Scriptures) Reign on rhe 


Throne of his Father David on, Mount Son, in 
Feruſalem, for ever, I. 9. 7. Luke 1. 32, 33- 
2. We believe, That this Kingdom. of 'our 
Lord.will be an Univerſal Kingdom, and that 
in this Kingdom the Lord Jeſus Chriſt himlelf 
w1ll be the alone Viſible Supreme Lord and 
King of the whole Earth, Dan. 7. 14. Rev. 5- 
13. GE t.215. Oe mugen rs gets 
3. We believe, That as this Kingdom wall 
be Univerſal, fo it will be alſo an Everlaſting 
Kingdom , Daz. 2.,44-. thar ſhall have-no end, . 
nor.cannot be ſhaken, - Das. 7. 14., Heb. 1 2. 27> 
28. In which Kingdom. the Saints and Faithful 
in Chriſt Jeſus, ſhall receive the 1:6 Li 
Sos _—_ 


q7 A ſhort Confeſſion of Faith. 

Faith, even rhe Salvarion of their Souls ; where 
the Lord is, they ſhall be allo, 1 Pet. 1. 4, 5, 9, 
13. Fohn 14. 3. Rev. 21. 4. 

4. We believe, That the New Feruſalem, that 
ſhall come down. from God our of Heaven , 
when the Tabernacle of God ſhall be with Men, 
 and-he will dwell among them, Rev.21. 2, 3. 
will. be the Merrapoliran Ciry of this King- 
dom, and will be the rigs Place of Reti- 
dence, of both Chriſt and his Saints for ever ; 


and will be ſo ſcituared, as that the Kingly Pa- , 


lace will be on Mount S$:-m, the Holy Hill of 
| David, where his Throne was, Pfal. 2. 6. 'Tfa. 
24. 23. Jer. 3.17. 

5. We do believe, Thar this Kingdom will - 
be a peaceable and a very glorious Kingdom, 
beyond conceprion, and much more beyond ex- 

refſion, of which Solomor.s Kingdom Was a 
Type, Iſa. 24. 23. 

6. We believe, Thar this Kinpdon of our 
Lord will be rhar thar ſhall ſucceed the fourth 
Monarch, ſpoken of Dan. 2. 40. And will be 
the Srone cur our of the Mountaim: withour 
hands, which ſhall fill- the whole Eatth , ver. 35: 
45- 

7. We believe, Thar this Kingdom a 
not to be ſet up by the material Sword, that 
being ſo exceeding contrary to the very Natite 
of Chriſtianity : for which we ſhall give rheſe 
following brief Reaſons, (x.) Becauſe a Chri- 


{tian Life is ro love' our Enemizs, Mat. 5; 44: 
| an 
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and ro pray for them, and not deſtroy them ; 
ro pray for all Men, 1 Tim. 2. 1,2. (8.) To 
be tubject ro Government, in all Caſes of Ci- 
vil concern, Rom. 13. 1. And patiently endure 
and ſuffer Tribulation -and Perſecution for the 
Kingdom of Chriſt's ſake, As 14. 22. Fames 
1. 12. (3.) Becauſe Chriſt's Kingdom is nor 
of this World, therefore his Servants oughr nor 
ro fight, Fohn 18. 36. From which Confide- 
rations, we cannot chearfully have Communi- 


dy, - on with thoſe that own the ſerrting up Chriſt's 


Kingdom by the Power of the Sword : be- 
lieving rhat his Spiritual Kingdom, which is his 
Church here on Earth ; ought nor to be fer up 
or forced, either by the Sword or any Civit 
Law whatſoever ; bur by the preaching of the 
Goſpel, whiich is the Sword of. the Spirit the 
Word of God, Eph. 6. 17. And (4.) his E- 


| rernal Kingdom, on the Throne of his Father 


David, (of which we are ſpeaking) himſelf will 
ſer up at his appearing and Kingdom, when the 


tr. Great Men and Noblemen, Bond-men and 


Free-inen, ſhall run to the Rocks and Moun- 
tains to fall upon them, and hide them from 
the preſence of the Lamb, Rev. 6. 15, 16. Ho. 


10. 8. Ta. 2. 19, zt. Luke. 23. 30. This will 


be the day of the Lord's vengeance 3 and it be- 
longs ro him to execure it, and not unto us, 
Mica. 5. 15. Rom. 12. 19. Deut. 32. 35. Heb. 
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